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of the firm, and, indeed, no one was more cordial in
welcoming  him than  each of the  principal partners;
but, before he had been in Hyderabad many months,
Metcalfe  came  to  see  that  the  influence  of William
Palmer & Co., was likely  to  form  a  most  dangerous
element in Hyderabad politics-    The very connection
of one of the partners with the Governor-General led
the orientals of Hyderabad to suppose that his private
influence with Lord Hastings was supreme, while the
indebtedness  of  the  Government  to  the  firm,   which
could only be temporarily met by continual assignments
of land, threatened before long to make them the para-
mount power in Hyderabad.    Again,  it  soon became
apparent that many of the officials connected with the
Residency   were   pecuniarily   interested   in   the   firm's
transactions,  either by receiving an unduly high rate
of interest on their deposits or else by receiving a share of
the profits in return for investments.   Metcalfe came to the
conclusion that even at the sacrifice of his own pros-
pects this overshadowing influence of the firm must be
broken.    Major Briggs, who was an Assistant at the
Residency   some   years   later,   attributes   the   attitude
which Metcalfe assumed to be due to personal pique
at finding himself obliged, as it were, to play second-
fiddle to the firm;  but calmly reviewing the facts after
a lapse of years it only seems fair to ascribe Metcalfe's
action  to  conscientiousness.    Had  he  been  less  con-
scientious,   selfish motives  alone  would have  induced
him to remain quiet, and to support the firm, towards
which he knew that the Governor-General, from whom
he had everything to expect, was favourably disposed.
This is the view which Kaye, in his Life of Lord Metcalfe
takes, and it is one with which, knowing Lord Metcalfe's
subsequent career and character, we feel bound to agree.